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TAGS: EAID, IN 

SUB J : TITLE I; AID TO NORTH VIETNAM 

1. MOF OFFICIALS CALLED IN ECONOMIC COUNSELOR SEPTEMBER 
27 TO STATE THAT GOI COULD ACCEPT USG DRAFT OF PROPOSED 
LETTER ON AID TO NORTH VIETNAM WITH ONE MINOR DRAFTING 
CHANGE. GOI PREFERRED TO DELETE "NOT WITHSTANDING EARLIER 
INFORMATION FURNISHED YOU". MOF OFFICIALS EXPLAINED THAT 
REASON FOR THIS DELETION WAS NON SUBSTANTIVE BUT IM- 
PORTANT TO MEA SINCE IT IMPLIED, HOWEVER ACCURATELY, A LACK 
OF COORDINATION INSIDE THE GOI. ECONOMIC COUNSELOR STATED 
HE WOULD FORWARD THE GOI PROPOSED CHANGE TO WASHINGTON 
FOR CONSIDERATION BUT, IN HIS PERSONAL VIEW, AMENDED 
LETTER WOULD APPEAR TO TAKE CARE OF THE PROBLEM. PTE, ASF, 
CONFIRM. MOF STATED THAT IT WOULD FURNISH THE LETTER 
DURING THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS ON TITLE I 

(SEE BELOW). 

2. MOF OFFICIALS THEN RAISED THREE INTERRELATED PROBLEMS: 

A) TIMING OF NEGOTIATIONS; B) FORM OF AGREEMENT; C) 

AMOUNT OF FOOD TO BE PROVIDED. 

3. WITH REGARD TO TIMING, GOI WOULD LIKE TO HAVE NEGO- 
TIATIONS TAKE PLACE ASAP, AND SUGGESTED MID-OCTOBER. 
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YEAR'S FORMAT WOULD BE UTILIZED WITH MINOR DRAFTING CHANGES. 
WITH RESPECT TO AMOUNT, GOI HOPES USG WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO FURNISH AMOUNT SUBSTANTIALLY IN EXCESS OF 500 THOU- 
SAND TONS THOUGH GOI REALIZES THAT ITS REQUEST FOR 2 
MILLION TONS CANNOT BE MET. ECONOMIC COUNSELOR STATED HE 
WOULD FORWARD QUESTIONS TO WASHINGTON. 

4. COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: MOF OFFICIALS REQUESTED 
REPLY TO ABOVE QUESTIONS BY NEXT WEEK OF POSSIBLE. WHILE 
THIS MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE, WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION 
A) PROPOSED INDIAN CHANGE IN LETTER ON NORTH VIETNAM IS 
ACCEPTABLE, B) LAST YEAR'S FORMAT WOULD BE USED FOR THIS 
YEAR'S AGREEMENT, AS WELL AS (C) GENERAL IDEA WHEN 
DECISION ON ALLOCATION FOR INDIA WILL BE MADE. 

SCHNEIDER 
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